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Reading for Today:

Ezekiel 47:1–48:35-
Psalm 135:8-14-
Proverbs 29:9-
1 Peter 4:1-19-

Notes:

Ezekiel 48:35 the name. The city is called YHWH Shammah, “The LORD Is There.” The departed
glory of God (chaps. 8–11) has returned (44:1, 2), and His dwelling, the temple, is in the very center
of the district given over to the Lord. With this final note, all of the unconditional promises which God
had made to Israel in the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12), the Levitic Covenant (Num. 25), the
Davidic Covenant (2 Sam.7),and the New Covenant (Jer. 31) have been fulfilled. So this final verse
provides the consummation of Israel’s history—the returned presence of God!

Proverbs 29:9 contends. A fool may respond to wisdom with anger or laughter; but in either case, no
agreement can be reached.

1 Peter 4:9 Be hospitable to one another. The Greek word means “love of strangers.” Love is
intensely practical, not just emotional. In Peter’s day, love included opening one’s home and caring
for other needy Christians, such as traveling preachers. It also included opening one’s home for
church services. Scripture also teaches that Christians should be hospitable to strangers (Ex. 22:21;
Deut. 14:28, 29; Heb. 13:1, 2).

1 Peter 4:12 the fiery trial. Peter probably wrote this letter shortly before or after the burning of Rome
and at the beginning of the horrors of a 200-year period of Christian persecution. Peter explains that
4 attitudes are necessary in order to be triumphant in persecution: 1) expect it (v. 12); 2) rejoice in it
(vv. 13, 14); 3) evaluate its cause (vv. 15–18); and 4) entrust it to God (v. 19). some strange thing
happened. “Happened” means “to fall by chance.” A Christian must not think that his persecution is
something that happened accidentally. God allowed it and designed it for the believer’s testing,
purging, and cleansing.

DAY 28: What did Peter mean when he said “the end of all things is at hand” (1 Pet. 4:7)?

The Greek word for “end” is never used in the New Testament as a chronological end, as if
something simply stops. Instead, the word means a consummation, a goal achieved, a result
attained, or a realization. Having emphasized triumphant suffering through death, Peter here begins
to emphasize triumphant suffering through the Second Coming of Christ (1:3; 2:12), which is the goal



of all things. He is calling believers to live obediently and expectantly in the light of Christ’s return. “Is
at hand.” The idea is that of a process consummated with a resulting nearness, i.e., “imminent.”
Peter is reminding the readers of this letter that the return of Jesus Christ could be at any moment
(Rom. 13:12; 1 Thess. 1:10; James 5:7, 8; Rev. 22:20).

“Be serious and watchful.” To be “serious” implies here not to be swept away by emotions or
passions, thus maintaining a proper eternal perspective on life. The doctrine of the imminent return of
Christ should not turn the Christian into a zealous fanatic who does nothing but wait for it to occur.
Instead, it should lead the believer into a watchful pursuit of holiness. Moreover, a watchful attitude
creates a pilgrim mentality (2:11). It reminds the Christian that he is a citizen of heaven only
sojourning on earth. It should also remind him that he will face the record of his service to God and
be rewarded for what stands the test at the judgment seat of Christ, which follows the return of Christ
to rapture His church. “And watchful in your prayers.” A mind victimized by emotion and passion, out
of control, or knocked out of balance by worldly lusts and pursuits, is a mind that cannot know the
fullness of holy communion in prayer with God (3:7). A mind fixed on His return is purified (1 John
3:3) and enjoys the fullness of fellowship with the Lord.
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